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Inactivated Poliovirus Vaccine (IPV) 
 
Poliomyelitis 
 
Poliomyelitis is caused by one of the 3 types of Poliovirus (1, 2, and 3).  The virus 
enters the body through oral route and eventually invades the central nervous system.  
Symptoms include fever, severe muscle pain, stiffness in the neck and back, paralysis, 
or even breathing difficulty and death. 
 
Inactivated Poliovirus Vaccine（IPV） 
A. Why get vaccinated? 
Polio vaccination can effectively protect against poliomyelitis.  In Hong Kong, 
inactivated poliomyelitis vaccine (IPV) is recommended for routine childhood polio 
vaccination.   
 
B. When should my child get vaccinated? 
For the best and lasting protection, children should receive 2 doses of IPV in the first 
year of life (starting from 2 months of age, separated by 2 months in between).  A 
booster dose of IPV will be given when the child is 18 months of age.  Two other 
booster doses will be given to primary one and primary six students. 
 
IPV can be given at the same time with other vaccines.  
 
C. Some individuals should NOT get IPV 
1. Serious allergic reaction to a previous dose of IPV or its constituents 
2. Serious allergic reaction to streptomycin, neomycin or polymyxin B 
 
D. What are the Risks? 
 As with any medicine, IPV carries a small risk of adverse reaction. 
 Most people have no serious reactions after receiving IPV.  Occasionally there 

may be slight soreness around the injection site, but these will gradually subside in 
1-2 days. 

 
 
 

If you have any query, please ask the nurses or doctors at our 
Maternal & Child Health Centre of the Department of Health. 


