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Harm caused by status differences 

The social consequences of income inequality 

Societies that do best for their citizens are 

those with the narrowest income differentials 
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Income, Education 
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At least 12% of adolescents live with a 

chronic condition worldwide, and this 

figure is increasing 

 

 

 2.6m deaths in 2004 among 10-14 yrs  

old globally 

Non-Communicable Disease 



Primary Care 



Primary care is equity-producing because 

its functions, separately and in 

combination, facilitate the achievement 

of equity in health. 
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  Comprehensive Coverage 

  A Whole System Approach 

  Equity 

  Social Protection (Solidarity) 

  Personal & Continuity of Care 

  Person-centred Care 

  Gate-keeping Function 

  Choice 

  24/7 

  Engagement 
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WHO World Health Report  

2008  
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Weak PHC Countries 

 

 

 

 

Strong PHC Countries 
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Child mortality (under 5) per 1000 live births 
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Health Professional Supply & Child Survival 

Source: Chen et al Lancet 2004,364:84-90 



Primary healthcare-oriented health 

systems have been shown to be generally 

more effective in achieving better health 

(particularly at young ages) at lower costs 

than is the case for systems more oriented 

to disease management and specialty care 

Better Health at Lower Costs 
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Better Health at Lower Costs 
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 Integrated vs    Vertical 



Better primary care resources 

preferentially improve health 

more in socially disadvantaged 

populations than in the majority 

population 

Socially disadvantaged: More benefit from PC 

  WHO C Centre,  Imperial College  London                                                                                                                                     



  WHO C Centre,  Imperial College  London                                                                                                                                     

Wolfe et al, BMJ 2011 
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The Evidence 
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In Ontario, populations in areas 

with greater primary care 

physician supply have better 

experiences with a wide variety of 

healthcare access and outcome 

indicators even more so in lower 

income areas than in higher 

income ones 

Canada 



 

After primary care reform 

was initiated in Thailand in 

the early 1990s, there was 

marked improvement in both 

the rate ratio and absolute 

differences in under-5 

mortality across income 

quintiles 

Thailand 
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   Progressive Expansion of PHC in Rural Areas 

Iran 
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Niger 



Significant progress in health, but not a 

given:  
Child Deaths in 1975 and 2006 by country and total health 

expenditure (THE) 
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UK 

US Health Plans 



The need for leadership and steering 

 

Without PHC 

Health systems do 

not naturally 

gravitate towards 

meeting social 

expectations  

nor towards giving 

value for money  
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The Solutions 



Four PHC Reforms 
Renewing PHC through 4 areas for reform 
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Key Development needed: 
- Integrated Primary Care Team can provide the 

majority of children health & healthcare services 

 

-Paediatrics & paediatric nurses in primary care settings 

 

- GPs: Mandatory Training in Paediatrics (? 6 months) 

 

- Well defined care pathways (1 – 2) 

 

- Planned care for children & young people with NCD 

 

- Child Public Health doctors to work closely with 

commissioners 

 

Addressing Children Needs 



“It is certainly true that cause of death is 

increasingly attributed to chronic illness and that 

rates of diagnosis of specific chronic illnesses are 

increasing, it does not follow that health systems 

should be re-oriented around the management of 

chronic illness. As acute illnesses are better treated 

so that rapid death is avoided, deaths will 

increasingly be attributed to chronic problems so 

that, ultimately, all deaths should be associated 

with chronic illness. Moreover, a focus on chronic 

illness detracts from attention to acute problems 

throughout the life course that make people 

vulnerable to chronic illness. Thus, the focus on 

chronic illness disadvantages CHILDREN at least 

relatively if not also absolutely”. 
Starfield B, 2011 



 ©  WHO Collaborating Centre, London                                                            Source: BMJ, 2008                                



 ©  WHO Collaborating Centre, London                                                            Source: BMJ, 2008                                



WHO Centre, London                                                                



Thank you 


